enthusiastic than others. It seems that further experience is very necessary, and of course one must remember that this is only one of the unknown or partially known factors in the treatment of cancer.
An immediate proliferation of centres using hyperbaric oxygen is not called for, but rather a more intense and controlled investigation is indicated, not only into hyperbaric problems, but also into what is implied by anoxia and anaerobic respiration.
For those interested in this subject, this book will be out of date. It is unfortunate that it took more than two years to bring these proceedings to publication.
DANIEL O'CONNELL Practical Padiatric Problems by James H Hutchison OBE MD FRSE FRCP (Lond) FRCP (Ed) FRCP (Glas) 2nded ppxv+559 illustrated 55s London: Lloyd-Luke 1967 That Professor Hutchison should need to produce a second edition of this 'textbook' is a tribute to its popularity and usefulness, as well as an indication of the speed of change in the subject. The surprising omission of 'accidental poisoning' from a book on practical pediatric problems has now been repaired, with a useful list of Poisons Centres. Perhaps a note on caustic soda (lye) poisoning could be added in the new edition which will undoubtedly be called for. In the neonatal section there are good new discussions on dysmaturity and its dangers, and on the use of spectrophotometry of the liquor amnii in the management of rhesus incompatibility. Reference is made to some of the recently identified inborn errors of metabolism. This book has been brought up to date and maintains the high standard of the first edition. There are excellent references for deeper and more detailed reading. Wise peediatricians, general practitioners and medical students who find a place for this book on their shelves, will put it within easy reach. ALFRED This volume consists of a series of radiographs, mainly collected from the thoracic units in Edinburgh and Durban, with legends describing the radiological appearances and stressing their clinical applications. Inevitably both the selection of films and the text reflect the surgical interests of the main author and he is noticeably less authoritative when dealing with 'medical' diseases of the chest. The reviewer found the section devoted to cardiac disease the least rewarding part of the book.
The reproductions of the radiographs are of excellent quality and they are mostly well chosen, though there is a tendency to include too many films of a given patient, some of which do not make any useful contribution. The main author's prose style is rather cumbersome and many of the legends could be shortened with advantage.
This book can be recommended to postgraduate students, registrars and housemen interested in diseases of the chest. It is also worth the attention of more experienced clinicians and radiologists, but this is a book to borrow rather than to own. J H GOUGH Ehrlich, in 1877, first described the mast cell system. Since then, mast cells have been found to contain an extraordinary variety of biochemical substances. The function and biological significance of mast cells have nevertheless been neglected and scant attention is paid to these cells in most textbooks of histology and haematology. However, a number of important articles have appeared in journals during recent years and interest in this system is likely to be further stimulated by the recent publication of Sagher and Even-Paz's book on mastocytosis and by the volume under review. Dr Fernex is the Reader in Tropical Medicine at the University of Basle. His research was first stimulated by the finding of increased numbers of mast cells in the myocardium of Senegalese dying from acute beri-beri. Subsequent investigation showed that all Senegalese possessed more mast cells in their myocardium and skin than an equivalent group of Europeans, probably a result of parasitic infestation. The volume describes the attempts of Dr Fernex to relate this racial difference to the excessive fibroplasia and rarity of myocardial infarction in Africans. Lipid metabolism and the antagonistic action of eosinophils to mast cells are also considered. The results are amplified with animal experiments but these are not impressive. Difficulties in allocating cause and effect limit the conclusions drawn by Dr Fernex.
There are numerous minor grammatical and spelling errors, most of which have probably crept in during translation. The book is very adequately supplied with references. This work makes stimulating, but sometimes controversial, reading. It should appeal to a wider audience than its title might suggest. Professors Paton and Payne, each distinguished in his own field of scientific endeavour, set out to provide a practical amalgamation of laboratory pharmacology and clinical therapeutics. The result is a most interesting work which will certainly be appreciated by postgraduate students reading it with a background knowledge of clinical practice. They, and their teachers, should applaud the authors for the emphasis placed on the use of drugs to control bodily functions, and for the readiness to illustrate drug actions in terms of human therapeutics. The reader must not look for a complete clinical picture of every pharmacological agent, nor indeed of the complications caused occasionally by some of them. Such criticism is minor, for it was a prime intention of the authors to produce a compact, rather than a comprehensive, text. This very readable book suggests a happy and useful collaboration during its writing.
W D WYLIE
Advances in Enzyme Regulation Volume 5: Proceedings of fifth symposium on Regulation of Enzyme Activity and Synthesis in Normal and Neoplastic Tissue, Indianapolis, October 3 and 4 1966 edited by George Weber ppxiv+469 £610s $20 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1967 The Indianapolis meeting maintains its impetus and its high standard. Each year its proceedings give an account of experimental work, and of theoretical concepts, in and around the important advancing and complex field of mammalian enzyme regulation.
The material likely to be of most interest to medical scientists includes: the brief report of Chance et al. on localized intracellular enzyme assay (with their usual brilliant methodology); the observations of Goldstein and Schooler on the control of renal glutaminase by ammonia, and the effects of acidosiswith the discussion; the studies of Williamson on the effects of glucagon fatty acids and anti-insulin serum on gluconeogenesis and ketogenesis; the survey of Weber et al. on regulation of enzymes of gluconeogenesis (the discussion here seemed to be incompletely reported); the summarized comments of White and Makman on the opposing effects of cortisol and progesterone on RNA/DNA/protein synthesis; the work of Olson and Carpenter on a possible relation between vitamin E deficiency, creatine phosphokinase, and muscular dystrophy in rabbits; the report of Katzen on the relation between insulin activity, translocases, and hexokinase isoenzymes; the outstanding theoretical contribution by Riggs on feedback (essential reading); and the review lecture by Krebs on the metabolic importance of the NAD/NADH2 ratio. I found the book duller to read than in previous years. The topics were more scattered, with less unifying themes. The papers were printed as to be read (or even filed, e.g. Smith et al.) rather than listened to, and there was not much printed discussion. The IUB terminology is still not uniformly used.
It is not possible to work on any fundamental aspects of enzymology without having the series of volumes readily available. This year's volume maintains the position, and we remain grateful to the editor and publishers. Any textbook that survives thirty-six years and runs to ten editions and many reprintings could be said to render reviewing unnecessary since it has clearly satisfied the needs of those for whom it was intended. There seems no reason to suppose that the new edition will not enjoy equal success. Nevertheless, it could be argued that surgical pathology no longer exists as a proper subject since surgical science now extends to all disease processes and virtually all systems. Might not surgeons object to the omission of hepatic cirrhosis from this volume? Certainly portacaval anastomoses and hepatic transplants are now in the surgeon's repertoire. Sir Charles Illingworth and the late Mr Dick have worked very hard to bring this volume up to date, but as fast as they can include rheumatoid arthritis and mitral stenosis, new diseases fall within the grasp of the surgeons. Already this famous book differs from comprehensive pathological texts mainly in its emphasis.
One of the best features of the work is a determined emphasis on pathological mechanism as opposed to mere description. This is well seen in the brief general pathology section where a succinct account of factors affecting wound healing can be faulted only by the omission of the
